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The ." There can be little doubt that our mat also was made in the tiraz of Tiberias, a town famous for the manufacture of fine mats. Nasir-i-Khusrau, a Persian traveler of the eleventh century, writes: "In the town of Tiberias they make prayer-mats of reeds, which sell in the place itself for five Maghribi dinars (or over ?2) apiece."7 Mukaddasi, a geographer of the tenth century, tells us that mats of extreme fineness were made at Tiberias from rushes growing on the banks of the lake. The geographer Idrisi also tells us that mats from Tiberias, called semneh, were of great beauty difficult to surpass. These mats, which were imported into Egypt, must have often been used instead of woolen rugs both for floor coverings and for wall decorations.
Fine mats were made also in Egypt and other provinces. Nasir-i-Khusrau reports that in the sanctuary of Ibrahim in Hebron (el Khalil) in Palestine the floor and the walls were covered with precious carpets and Maghribi matting that were even more costly than brocade stuffs (diba). He saw there a mat which served as a prayer rug and which, he was told, was sent by Amir al Juyush, a slave of the sultan of Egypt, and bought in Cairo (Misr) for thirty Maghribi dinars (or about ?15). According to the historian Makrizi, straw carpets embroidered with gold and silver were used for the decoration of the palace of the Fatimids at Cairo, who established a factory in the vicinity of the city. Baghdad in Mesopotamia, Darabjird in Fars, and the province of Sistan in Iran were also known for the manufacture of reed mats.
